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“Parents/Children: A Mutual Love Affair”



The Power of Connection

There are two basic ways to shape children:

1). Formal
With formal instruction we tell children the truth.

2). *Informal
Parents live or model the truth before their children.




Parents
Ephesians 6:1-4 (NIV)

4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Colossians 3:21 — "Do not embitter” to provoke, irritate.

Fathers are addressed because they represent the governmental head of
the family on whom rests the responsibility of child discipline. Fathers are
not to exasperate (parorgizete, “provoke to anger”; used only here and in
Rom. 10:19; cf. Col. 3:21) their children by unreasonable demands, petty
rules, or favoritism. Such actions cause children to become discouraged (Col.
3:21). Instead, fathers are to bring them up, that is, rear or nourish
(ektrephete, "provide for physical and spiritual needs”;—Bible Knowledge
Commentary. (See Biblical roles and Complimentarity for further discussion)



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+10:19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+10:19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3:21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3:21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+3:21

Formal Training

Deuteronomy 11:19-22 (NIV)

19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up.

20 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates,

150 that your days and the days of your children may be
many in the land that the Lord swore to give your forefathers,
as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.

22 1f you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you
to follow--to love the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways
and to hold fast to him--



How Not to Parent

Deuteronomy 11:19-22 (NIV)
19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when

you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.

Implies that you must spend time with your children.
Quality Time: A Myth—the wrong kind of shaping

m Physically present and emotionally absent parents.
m Parents who replace intimacy with activities.

= Disconnected Parents— who give commands and expect
obedience but fail to listen to their children’s hearts and
establish love as the motivating factor of obedience.




Informal Training

Deuteronomy 4:5-6 (ASV)

> Behold, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, even
as Jehovah my God commanded me, that ye should do
so in the midst of the land whither ye go in to possess it.
Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom
and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, that
shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.




Learning Scripture by
Observation

The Cure for Disconnection:

= Living out before your children what you expect from
them.

= Model the behaviors you want to instill.

= Encourage & Reward the behaviors that you want to
establish, ignore or issue consistent consequences for
the behaviors you want to discourage.

= Identify what is good in your child and release it.

Parents don't release the good in their children by harping
on the negative.

Rules can never be a substitute for love or connection.



Children

Ephesians 6:1-3 (NIV)

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
2"Honor your father and mother"--which is the first
commandment with a promise--

3"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy
long life on the earth.”

Colossians 3:18-21 (NIV)
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this

pleases the Lord.
(see: Ex. 21:17; Lev. 20:9. Disobedience in the OT was considered rebellion
against God and was severely punished.)
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Parents are to be their

Exodus 15:26 (NIV)

6 He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord
your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay
attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will
not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the
Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you."




Obedience/Reward

1 Peter 1:14 (NIV)
14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil
desires you had when you lived in ignorance.

Rewards of Obedience:

m Pleases God

= Brings long life

= Wins the respect of parents and others
= Brings blessings and opportunity
= Gives favor
m Increases fulfillment




