
God the Father’s Plan

‘The Plan to Oppose & Thwart’



To Glorify Himself 

Ephes. 1:2-6 (NIV)  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Praise be to the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 

[4] For he chose us in him before the creation of the 

world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love [5] 

he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through 

Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--

[6] to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 

freely given us in the One he loves. 



Ephes. 1:11-12 (NIV)  

In him we were also chosen, having been 

predestined according to the plan of him who works out 

everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, [12] 

in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, 

might be for the praise of his glory. 



KJV— “Obtained an inheritance”

 Chosen (NIV)- klay-ro'-o; from Greek 2819 (kleros)

 This is the word that was used of Israel in the Old 

Testament. It means that the Jews were the people who 

were set apart and allotted and assigned to God. They 

were His very special allotment and assignment—His 

treasure—the people charged to His care and oversight. 

This is the picture painted of the elder or minister and 

the flock of God. God has given the minister a very 

special heritage or allotment and assignment: the 

minister has been assigned to feed the heritage of God, 

the very flock that belongs to God Himself.



The Good Shepherd

John 17:4-7 (NIV)  

I have brought you glory on earth by completing the 

work you gave me to do. [5] And now, Father, glorify me 

in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 

world began. 

[6] "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out 

of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and 

they have obeyed your word. [7] Now they know that 

everything you have given me comes from you. 



John 17:12 (NIV)  

While I was with them, I protected them and kept 

them safe by that name you gave me. None has been 

lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 

Scripture would be fulfilled. 

John 17:9 (NIV)  

I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but 

for those you have given me, for they are yours. 



John 17:20-21 (NIV)  

"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 

those who will believe in me through their message, [21] 

that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in 

me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me. 

John 17:15 (NIV)  

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world 

but that you protect them from the evil one. 



The Unveiling

Ephes. 1:9-10 (NIV)  

And he made known to us the mystery of his will 

according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 

Christ, [10] to be put into effect when the times will have 

reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven 

and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 



The Opposition

1 Peter 5:7-9 (NIV)  

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 

you.  [8] Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. [9] Resist him, standing firm in the 

faith, because you know that your brothers throughout 

the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
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A Very Real Enemy

Rev. 12:12-14 (NIV)  

Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell 

in them. But woe to the earth and the sea, because the 

devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because 

he knows that his time is short.“  [13] When the dragon 

saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the 

woman who had given birth to the male child. [14] The 

woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that 

she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, 

where she would be taken care of for a time, times and 

half a time, out of the serpent's reach. 



A Troublesome, Perilous Road

Genesis 3:15 (KJV)  

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 

and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 

head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

John 16:33 (NIV)  

"I have told you these things, so that in me you may 

have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world." 



But the Battle is Already Won!!!

Acts 2:23-24 (NIV)  

This man was handed over to you by God's set 

purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 

wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the 

cross. [24] But God raised him from the dead, freeing 

him from the agony of death, because it was impossible 

for death to keep its hold on him. 


